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(ST. LOUIS, Missouri) – On May 21 at 1 pm, the legislation committee of the St. Louis City Board of 

Aldermen will hold a public hearing regarding the Ward Reduction Advisory Committee. The 

Advisory Committee was established by the Board of Aldermen last spring via passage of Resolution 

12 to evaluate the necessary steps required for the city, specifically the Board of Aldermen, to operate 

with fourteen wards instead of twenty-eight, as voted upon in 2012. “In reducing the wards we have an 

opportunity to look at how we deliver city services and how we govern and make changes to ensure 

we operate equitably, efficiently, and effectively,” said Heather Navarro, 28th Ward Alderwoman and 

sponsor of Resolution 12. 

 

Over 50 applicants have applied to serve on the advisory committee. An independent selection 

committee has been convened to select the members of the committee and a status report will be 

provided at the hearing on May 21. The resolution contained a deadline of May 31, 2019 for the final 

report, a date selected in case the question of ward reduction had appeared on the April 2019 ballot. 

The selection committee is composed of Serena Muhammad of the Violence Prevention Coalition and 

the Mental Health Board; Todd Swanstrom, Professor in Community Collaboration and Public Policy 

at University of Missouri-St. Louis; Michael Evans, political science professor at Harris-Stowe State 

University; David Gerth, Executive Director, Metropolitan Congregations United; and Nicole Hudson, 

Assistant Vice Chancellor, Academy for Diversity and Inclusion at Washington University. 

 

The reduction of wards is the result of a Charter Amendment passed by ballot on November 6, 2012, 

and its language can be found in St. Louis City Ordinance #69185.  Beginning April 2023, the board 

will be composed of 14 alderpersons and the President of the Board. Legislation has been introduced 

this session that would place the question of ward reduction back on the ballot. “If reduction moves 

forward, it is imperative to city stakeholders that a plan be in place to ensure an equitable and efficient 

transition. Public testimony will be a part of this Legislation Committee hearing,” said Alderwoman 

Christine Ingrassia, chair of the Legislation Committee. 

 
The Board of Aldermen is the legislative body for the City of St. Louis, composed of 28 alderpersons representing 28 wards 

and the President of the Board. 
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